[Subclavian artery to external carotid artery bypass with saphenous vein graft in the treatment of common carotid artery stenosis].
A case of TIAs due to proximal common carotid artery stenosis which was successfully treated with autogenous saphenous vein graft between the subclavian artery and the external carotid artery is presented. A 57-year-old, right handed female was admitted to our hospital for the treatment of left common carotid artery stenosis which was pointed out at a local hospital. She had a 7-years' history of repeated transient right hemiparesis and/or left amaurosis fugax. No neurological deficit was revealed on admission. Angiography showed an 80% irregular stenosis of the left common carotid artery at its origin, hypoplastic A1-portion of the left anterior cerebral artery and hypoplasia of the left posterior communicating artery. No other stenotic lesions were disclosed in a four-vessel study. Several kinds of surgical procedures have been reported for the treatment of common carotid stenotic lesion, in accordance with the site and extension of the lesion and hemodynamic factors. To maintain a sufficient blood flow of the left internal carotid artery, we considered four different operative methods such as (1) endarterectomy of the common carotid artery, (2) subclavian to common carotid artery bypass, (3) subclavian to external carotid artery bypass and (4) subclavian to middle cerebral artery bypass. The first two operative procedures force to clamp the common carotid artery which was the only one feeding artery of the left middle cerebral artery because of poor cross flow in this case. These procedures were thought highly possibly to give rise to cerebral infarction on the left side. The fourth method needs a long graft which has higher risk of bypass occlusion.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)